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Sate Sudents ScoreWell on ACT, But Many Still Unprepared for College
Rigor Needed in Core Curriculum to Ensure College Readiness

MA DI SON—Wisconan studentshave someof thenation’shighest average ACT scores(22.3vs. 21.2,
U.S), yet only 29 percent of the state's 46,430 studentstested in 2007 met ACT college-readinessbench-
marksin core subjects, according to new information from theWisconsin TaxpayersAlliance (WISTAX).

Thenational percentage waseven lower (23%), accordingtothe ACT testing service, which defines
collegereadiness ashaving a50% chance of earning aB or higher in asubject, or a75% chance of obtaining
aC or higher. Thetesting firm sets benchmarksfor each subject at ascore- level that ensuresthose chances.

Morethanthree-fourths of the Badger State studentswere prepared for acollege English composition
course (77% vs. 69% nationaly), but resultswerelower in social science (60% vs. 53% nationally), college
algebra (53% vs. 43%), and college biology (37% vs. 28%). Combining all four subjects, only 29% of 2007
Wisconsin high school graduateswerelikely to succeed inal four subjects.

Resultsvaried by gender and ethnicity aswell. Overdl, four-coursereadinesswashigher for men (34%)
than for women (26%), mainly dueto male scoresin math and science. Men had a61%-48% edge over women
inmath, and a43%-32% edgein science. Women scored higher than menin English composition (79%-76%)
and in socia sciences (61%-60%).

By ethnic group, the share of students deemed college-ready in all four subject areasincluded 32% of
Caucasanstested; 15-19% of Higpanics, Asans, and NativeAmericans, and 4% of African-Americans.

ACT found that the“ quality and intensity—or, rigor—of the high school curriculum” isnot adequateto
prepare studentsfor college, unlessthey take coursesbeyond the core, and recommended improving thequality
of core courses.

Between one- and two-fifths of Wisconsin’s most advanced students—thosetaking classeswell be-
yondthecore, i. e, four or moreyearsof classesindl areas, including cal culus—werenot collegeready: English
(18%), math (22%), socia studies (35%), and science (43%).

WISTAX isanonprofit, nonpartisan, public-policy research firm celebrating 76 years of serviceto
Wisconsincitizens.

For acopy of theWISTAX report “ State test scores show college-readiness‘ gap,’ ” write: WISTAX,
401 North LawnAve., Madison, Wisconsin 53704; e-mail, wistax@wistax.org; or call 608.241.9789. (1

(Editors’ Note: An electronic version of this release is available at www.wistax.org.)

The Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance, founded in 1932, is the state’s oldest and most respected private government-research organization. Through its
research, publications, civic lectures, and school talks, WISTAX aims to improve Wisconsin government through citizen education. Nonprofit,
nonpartisan, and independently funded, WISTAX is not affiliated with any group—national, state, or local—and receives no government support.



