
CHANGING HEARTS, MINDS, AND PRACTICE 



ACHIEVEMENT MEASURES 

The 2005 to 2011 Strategic Plan was adopted by the School Board in June 2005. It outlines major objectives for the Arlington Public Schools for the 
six years covered by the plan. The Strategic Plan process was designed to result in clear direction for the school system that focuses on improved 
student learning for all students. For each goal of the plan, the School Board has defined specific objectives, indicators, and targets or benchmarks to 
measure progress over each of the 6 years. This summary provides selected findings from the results presented for 2009-10. 
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In Spring 2010, APS administered more than 35,000 SOL 
assessments on 30 different tests to students across grades 3 
through 12. 
• The overall passing rate remains high at 91%. 
• The passing rate was 90% or higher on 22 of the tests. 

SOL Passing Rates 
by Race/Ethnfcity 

is an advanced course 
Most students who take the course earn a grade of 

Cor higher. 

In 2009-10, half of the students leaving middle school 
successfully completed Algebra 1. This was the third year 
when the total proportion successfully completing algebra has 
remained the same or declined. In the last year, the 
successful completion rate 

" declined for Asian, White and Hispanic students. 
• increased among Black students. 

The gaps in successful completion of algebra by grade 8 
have decreased over the last six years, by 17 percentage 
points for Black students, 4 points for Asian students, and 2 
points for Hispanic students. 
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Grade 2 Students Reading on Grade Level 
based on spring grade 2 DRP 
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e Since 2005-06, approximately 95% of the students tested in Grade 2 
were reading on grade level at the end of the year. 

• Scores for Black students increased notably in 2010 while scores for 
Hispanic students decreased. 

Advanced Course - Enrollment 

Enrollment In Challenging Courses Grades &12 
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During 2009~ 10, 45% of all students in grades 6-12 were enrolled in as least 
one advanced course. Over the last five years, the gap in advanced course 
enrollment has decreased slightly for Black and Hispanic students, when 
compared to White students. Note: For this indicator, students are counted 
only once, regardless of how many advanced courses they took. 
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• OveraJl, 86% of Grade 6 students were reading on grade level 
in 2010, up from 76% in 2006. All group scores have 
increased. 

• Over the past five years, the gaps between Black and White 
students and Hispanic and White students narrowed. 
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Advanced Course- Passing Rate 

Enrolled Students Passing Challenging 
Courses Grades 6~12 
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Among the students enrolled in advanced courses during 2009-10, 99% 
earned passing grades. Course passing rates ranged from 95% for Black 
students to 100% for White students. Note: For this indicator, student 
grades are counted for each advanced course they were enrolled in. 
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SAT Participation Rates for Graduating Seniors 
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In 2006 the SAT added a writing assessment, and from 
2006 to 2010 Arlington's combined scores exceeded: 
e the combined scores for Virginia by an average of 

104 points. 

• the combined scores for the U.S. by an average of 
115 points. 

'06 

From 2006 to 2009, Arlington's combined scores 
ranged from 1610 to 1623. In 2010, the combined score 
increased markedly from 1610 to 1657. 
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In 2010, SAT participation 
rates by graduating seniors 
were: 
e 69% for Arlington 

graduates, 
e 67% for Virginia 

graduates, and 
o 47% for U.S. graduates. 

Arlington's SAT 
participation rate has ranged 
from 68% to 79% over the 
last ten years. 

Combined Average SAT Scores 
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Students reporting 

"there is at least one adult in the 
school with whom I can talk about 

almost anything."* 
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*In 2007, the question was worded "there is at least one adult in the school 
1 can talk with about anything." 

Strategic plan objective 3.6 states that each school will be a 
safe and supportive environment where each student has a 
positive relationship with at least one adult in the schooL 

• During 2007, 57% of students surveyed reported having at 
least one positive adult relationship at school 

• The proportion of students reporting a positive relationship 
decreased to 55% in 2009. 

Partners are vol cmte<:rs as'Sociated 
business or organization. Strategic partnerships were 
established in 2006~07, as a signed agreement defining 
goals and outcomes that supp01t the APS strategic plan and 
the partner's organizational goals. The number of 
partnerships continues to increase annually. In its initial 
year, 14% of the partnerships were identified as strategic, 
and the proportion has increased to 23% in 2009-10. 
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Students with an Academic 
Plan 
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Every student in gmdes 7-12 should have an academic plan that 
reflects his or her talents. skiJJs, abilities and challenges. Students, 
counselors and parents develop the plan in grade 7 to chart the 
sequence of courses that the student will take throughout their 
secondary school experience. Students and counselors meet annually 
to monitor progress and make needed adjustments. 

At the end of2010, 99% of the students in grades 7-12 had an 
academic plan. 

cornm•unilty meml,ers are up 
School Talk. a free e-mail service for those interested in receiving 
infonnation from the school system. In addition to emergency 
announcements, subscribers can request news from specific schools, 
news releases, School Board updates, and information about Adult 
Education and Summer School. Starting in 2008-09 all APS parents 
and staff were automatically enrolled in School Talk. 

School Talk 
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PERFORMANCE HIGHLIGHTS 

Achievement Measures (continued) 

• In the 2009 Customer Satisfaction Survey (School Climate) 

,( 88% of students agreed or strongly agreed that they feel safe at school. 
,( 84% of students agreed or strongly agreed that their teachers expect them to do well at school. 

• In the 2009 Customer Satisfaction Survey (Community, Parents and Teachers Grade the System) 

,r 94% of parents gave APS a grade of A or B compared to 46% of parents on the national Phi 
Delta Kappa/Gallup poll. 57"/o of parents gave APS an A compared to 12% of those grading their 
schools on the national survey. 91% of community members who gave an opinion, gave APS an 
A or B. 98% of teachers graded APS A or B. 

,( 86% of parents felt that their dollars are being well spent in the school system and 63% of 
community members indicated their agreement. 

• APS received District Accreditation from SACS/CAS! in 2009. 

• All four Arlington high schools ranked in the top two percent of high schools in the nation according to the 
2010 Newsweekrankings. 

• All four Arlington high schools ranked in the top one percent of high schools in the nation according to the 
2011 Washington Post's High School Challenge Index. 

• The Virginia Board of Education recognized Oakridge Elementary School as a ''Title I Distinguished 
School". 

• Three Arlington schools received the 2010 Governor's Award for Educational Excellence, the highest honor 
under the Virginia Index of Performance incentive program. 

• Nine Arlington schools were recognized by the Virginia Board of Education through the VIP incentive 
program for meeting all state and federal accountability benchmarks and for increased student 
achievement and expanded educational opportunities. 

• To date, 137 Arlington teachers have earned National Board Certification. That represents 6% of Arlington 
teachers, the second highest in Virginia. 

• Washington-Lee High School and the Reed/Westover School both received LEED gold certification. 

• Arlington Public Schools was recognized as a Virginia School Boards Association Certified Green School 
Division for 2010. 

• Claremont Elementary School received the Governor's Nutrition and Physical Activity Gold Award. 
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PERFORMANCE HIGHliGHTS 

Achievement Measures (continued) 

• Wakefield High School teacher Colette Fraley was named 2010 Region IV Teacher of the Year. 

• The Intelligent Community Forum named Arlington as one of seven finalists in its 2010 Top 7 Intelligent 
Communities of the Year program. 

• Barrett Elementary School received the James B. Hunter Human Rights Award from Arlington County. 

• The last four bond referenda (excluding the 2010 bond) totaled $332,873,500 and have funded renewal 
and/or expansions at thirteen schools, the replacement or reconstruction of three schools, renovation of 
one administrative site, construction of one entirely new school, funds for reconstruction of Yorktown High 
School, design of Wakefield High School, and feasibility studies and capital needs work for Jefferson 
Middle School and the Career Center. The recently approved 2010 bond totals $102,800,000 million and 
provides funds for construction of Wakefield High School, HVAC and roofing improvements, and installation 
of fiber cable in support of APS technology system. 

To review additional performance highlights, various reports may be found on the Arlington Public Schools website 
using the following links: 

WEB LINKS 
Annual Student Assessment Summary Report: 
www.apsva.us/annualstudentassessment 

2005 - 2011 Strategic Plan: 
www.apsva.us/strategicplan 

2005- 2011 Strategic Plan/2009- 2010 Results on the Indicators: 
www.apsva.us/indicators 

2009 Community Satisfaction Survey Results: 
www.apsva.us/cssresults 

FY 2011- FY 2016 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP): 
www.apsva.us/budgeVcip 
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YORKTOWN 

ALL APS HIGH 
SCHOOL 

STUDENTS 

SOL, VAAP, VGLA Results (Adjusted for AYP) by Subject Area 

**Results for fewer than 3 students are not displayed; results for less than 10 students should be interpreted with caution as they are not statistically reliable. Source: Pearson File Results Extracts 
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SOL, VAAP, VGLA Results (Adjusted for AYP) by Subject Area 

87.2 367 98.1 83.2 

**Results for fewer than 3 students are not displayed; results for less than 10 students should be interpreted with caution as they are not statistically reliable. 
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Source: Pearson Results File Extracts 
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